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Complete the Journey
GO FOR THE FOURTH
(Excerpt from Membership Guide)
“The Fourth Degree of the Knights of Columbus is committed to the preservation of the Church, the Order, and the many nations where Knights serve.”

Brother Sir Knights, having obtained the honors of the Fourth Degree of the Knights of Columbus are pledged to be Patriots for God and Country.  Thus it is the mission of a Sir Knight to live, protect, and preserve the principles of our Holy Religion and his Country.

 It is a natural progression for First, Second and Third degree Knights to aspire to advance to the honors of the Fourth Degree.  However, just as with the Third Degree when eligible Catholic Gentlemen do not become Knights because no-one asked, often Third Degree Brothers do not “Complete Their Journey” because they are not asked.
As leaders of the Fourth Degree how do we insure that our Third Degree brothers get asked?  This is a matter of communication and following are proven suggestions for getting our message out and then ASKING Brothers to become “Sir Knights”:

1. Every Council represented in the Assembly must be assigned a Fourth Degree liaison from the Assembly. The liaison serves as a means of promoting the Fourth Degree to prospective council members and can also answer any questions about the Fourth Degree at council meetings. If members are aware and informed of the Fourth Degree they are more likely to join this most visible part of the Order and conversely, the liaison should report each month at the Assembly Meeting the activities of the Council.
2. Host a “Free” Dinner, invited guests should include all the Grand Knights, Financial Secretaries and the Third Degree Brothers of the Councils comprising the Assembly and let’s be sure not to forget their wives.

3. Set up a Recruiting Table at every Major Degree, (Probably best not to wear our Social Uniform, Tuxedos) and give each new Third Degree Brother an invitation to the Fourth Degree with a form 4 with their name on it and a couple of hand outs about the Fourth Degree.
4. Set up a time for a couple of Fourth Degree Knights to address each of the Councils in the Assembly about 4 months before an Exemplification of the Fourth Degree.  If your Councils have a Ladies Auxiliary or group have a couple of the Fourth Degree Ladies speak to them at one of their Meetings.  In both cases insure the presenters have plenty of literature and Form 4’s.
5. As Fourth Degree Sir Knights and members of the Color Corps we, when in Color, are the most effective recruiting agents for the First Degree, when a Sir Knight recruits a new Knight he should escort his Candidate/Brother to each of the Degrees, and in that way will escort him into the Fourth Degree.

There are several Key Forms that will help with Recruitment efforts.  These are all available from Supreme with the only charge being mailing costs.  Each Assembly should have a supply on hand to use in their recruiting efforts.

The forms include at least:

1. The Form 4-E, Membership Document
2. Form # 2412-E Invitation Card with Envelope

3. The “Introduction to the Fourth Degree” trifold (# 4544-E) explains the role and mission of the Fourth Degree of the Knights of Columbus to both members and non members alike. It clearly and concisely shows how the Fourth Degree supports our Faith, our Order and the Countries in which we exist.
4. The “A Message for Knights who Want More” (# 4135-E) shows current Knights that the title of "Sir Knight" is truly an honor and that by joining the Fourth Degree it will strengthen their faith and their commitment to the Order.
5. The “It’s and Honor” Fourth Degree Poster (# 4545-E) suitable for posting in council halls or on church bulletin boards.
Two other resources for you to use is the DVD/VHS, “Fourth Degree: “The visible Arm of the Order”” (Typically a $5.00 charge) and the District Membership Presentation.
To order forms from Supreme use a Form 1, for the VHS or DVD order from the Knights of Columbus, Department of Fraternal Services, PO Box 1670, New Haven CT 06507-0901.
When Presenting the Fourth Degree be prepared to answer questions such as:

1. Why should I become a 4th Degree member?

2. What do you do different as the Fourth Degree other than dress up a parade around?
3. I am not interested in being a member of the Color Corps, so why join?

4. How much does it cost –

a. To become a Fourth Degree Knight?

b. To join the Color Corps?

c. In annual dues?

5. Why is the Exemplification to the Fourth Degree so expensive?

6. If I join can the Assembly help me get my Color?

Remember there are no canned answers as they all sound fake, the best answers come from your heart, if you believe in the Fourth Degree then you can answer any of the above questions with just a couple of available facts.  
When going to a Council or making a recruitment presentation, you should always have available information on the next Exemplification, at least where it will be and when.

May God Bless his Holy Church, America, and our Order









